
Amendment XXVI*
Section l. The right of citizerx of the United

States. rvho are eighteen years of age or older, to
vote shall not be derued or abridged by the United
States or by any State on account of age.

Section 2. The Congress shall have porver to
enforce this article by appropriate legislation.

Amendment XX\{If x *

No larv, varying the compensation for the services
of the Senators and Representatives, shall take
effect, until an election of Representatives shall
have intervened.

*The Trvenlv-Sixth Amendment rvas ratified July 1. 1971.
* *Congress submitted the text of the Trventv-Seventh

Amendment to tlre States as part of the proposed Bill of Rights
on September 25. 1789. The Amendment was not ratified
together rvith the first ten Amendments, rvhich became effective
on December 15. 1791. The Trventv-Seventh Amendment rvas
ratilied on May 7. 1992. by the vote of Michigan.

"On every question of construction, flet us] carry
ourselves back to the time lvhen the Constitution
was adopted, recollect the spirit manifested in the
debates, and irstead of trying what meaning may be
squeezed out of the text, or invented against it.
conform to the probable one in rvhich it rvas passed."
(Bergtr, The Wntings of Thomas Jffirson,15 449.)

Thomas Jefferson

The Declaration of lndependence
was the promise

The United States Constitution
rvas the fulfillment
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THE DECLARATION OF
INDEPENDENCE

Action of Second Continental Consress.
Ju ly  4 ,1776.

The umrumous Dcclaration of the thirteen
urutcd States o1' Americu

\ [ -hen in  t l i c  Coursc o1-  hunrar ]  c \  c l ' t t \ .  i t
bccome s l lecess:ln'  l t l r  onc J^-oplc l tr  drs:olr c lhc
pol i t ical bands n'hich har e corutcctcd thcnr s i th
another. and to assume among thc poncrs ol ' thc
earth. the separate and equal station to n'hich thc
Lan's of Nature and of Nature's God entitle them. a
dcccnt respect to the opinions of mankind requires
that thev should declare the causes rvhich impel
thcm toihe separation.

\\-e hold these truths to be seH-evident. that all
nrcn are created equal, that they are endowed by
their Creator rvith certain urnlienable Rishts. that
among these are Life, Liberty and the p-ursuit of
I  lappiness.--That to secure these r ights,
(iovernments are instifuted among Men. derivine
their just powers from the consentif the governed]
--That rvhenever any Form of Government
becomes destructive of these ends, it is the Rieht of
the People to alter or to abolish ii, and to irn"titute
nerv Government, laying its foundation on such
principles and organi2in!'itr powers in such form,
as to them shall seem most likelv to effect their
Safef and Happiness. Prudenc-e, indeed, will
dictate that Governments lons established should
not be changed for light and tiansient causes; and
accordingly al l  experience hath shelvn, that
mankind are more disposed to suffer, while evils
are sufferable, than to right themselves by abolishing
the forms to which thev are accustomed. But when a
long train of abuses and usurpations. pursuing
invariablv the same Object evinces a design to
reduce tliem under absolute Despotism, it is"their
right. it is their duty, to throw offSuch Government,
and to provide new Guards for their future security.
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--Such has been the patient sufferance of these
Colonies: and such is now the necessity rvhich
constrains them to alter their former Syitems of
Government. The history of the present King of
Great Britain is a history of repeated injuries
and usurpations, all having in direct object the
establishment of an absolute Tyranny over these
States. To prove this, let Facts be submitted to a
candid rvorld.

He has refused his Assent to Laws, the most
wholesome and necessary for the public good!

He has forbidden his Governors to pass Laws of
immediate and pressing importance, unless
suspended in their operation till his Assent should
be obtained: and when so suspended, he has utterly
neglected to attend to them.

He has refused to pass other Laws for the
accommodation of large districts of people,
ulless those people would relinquish the right
of Representation in the Legislature, a right
inestimable to them and formidable to tvrants onlv.

He has called together legislative bodies at
places unusual, uncomfortable, and distant from
the depository of their public Records, for the sole
purpose of fatiguing them into compliance rvith lus
measures.

IIe has dissolved Representative Houses
repeatedly, for opposing with manly firmness his
invasions on the rights of the people.

He has refused for a long time, after such dis-
solutions, to cause others to be elected; rvhereby
the Legislative powers, incapable of Annihilatiori,
have returned to the People at large for their
exercise; the State remaining in the mean time
exposed. to all the dangers- of invasion from
rvithout, and convulsions rvithin.

He has endeavoured to prevent the population
of these States; for that purpose obstructing the
Laws for Naturalization of Foreigners: refusins to
pass others to encourage their irigratiors hitfier,
and raising the conditions of new Appropriations of
Lands.

I{e has obstructed the Administration of Justice,
bv refusins his Assent to Larvs for establishins
Judiciary piwers.
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He has made Judges dependent on his Will
alone, for the tenure of their offices, and the
amount and payment of their salaries.

He has erected a multitude of New Offices, and
sent hither swarms of Officers to harrass our
people, and eat out their substance.
^ He has kept amon€ us. in times of peace,
Standing Armies without the Consent oT our
legislatures.

He has affected to render the Military
independent of and superior to the Civil power.

He has combined with others to subjett us to
a jurisdiction foreign to our constitulion, and
unacknowledged by our larvs: giving his Assent
to their Acts df preiended Lcgiilatioi:

For Quartering large bodiEs of armed troops
among us:

For protecting them, by a mock Trial, from
punishment for any Murders rvhich thev should
commit on the Inhabitants of these State-s:

For cutting off our Trade rvith all parts of the
world:

For imposing Taxes on us rvithout our Consent:
For depriving us in many cases. of the benefits

of Trial bv Jurv:
For trinsporting us beyond Seas to be tried for

pretended offences:
For abolishing the free System of English Laws

in a neighbourin! Province, establishinglherein an
Arbitrary govErnment, and enlirging its
Boundaries so as to render it at once an example
and fit instrument for introducins the same
absolute rule into these Colonies:

For taking away our Charters, abolishing our
most valuable Laws, and altering fundamentally
the Forrns of our Governments:

For suspending our olvn Legislatures. and
declaring- themsel-ves invested ri ith power to
legislate for us in all cases whatsoever.

He has abdicated Government here. bv
d_eclaring us out of his Protection and rvaging
War asainst us.

He-tras plundered our seas, ravaged our Coasts,
burnt our towns. ard destroyed ttre livds of our people.

He is at this time transporting large Arriries of
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foreign Mercenaries to compleat the works of
death, desolation and tyranny, already begun with
circumstances of Cruelty & perfidy scarcely
paralleled in the most barbarous ages, and totally
unrvorthy the Head of a civilized nation.

He has constrained our fellow Citizens taken
Captive on the high Seas to bearArms against their
Countrv. to become the executioners of their
friends and Brethren, or to fall themselves by their
Hands.

He has excited domestic insurrections amongst
us, and has endeavoured to bring on the inhabitants
of. our frontiers, the merciles"s Indian Savages,
whose known rule of warfare, is an undistinzuished
destruction of all ages, sexes and conditionL

In every stage of these Oppressions We have
Petitioned for Redress in the most humble terms:
Our repeated Petitions have been answered only by
repeated injury. A Prince whose character is thus
marked bv every act which mav define a TVrant. is
unfit to be the rirler of a free Eiople.

Nor bave We been wantins in attentions to our
British brethren. We have waired them from time
to time of attempts by their legislature to extend an
unrvarrantable jurisdiction over us. We have
reminded them of the circumstances of our emisra-
tion and settlement here. We have appealed to t[eir
native justice and magnanimity, and we have
conjured them by the ties of our common kindred
to disavow these usurpations, which, would
inevitably interrupt our connections and correspon-
dence. They too have been deaf to the voice of
justice and of consanguinity. We must, therefore,
acquiesce in the necessity. rvhich denounces our
Separatiorl and hold them, as we hold the rest of
mankind, Enemies in War, in Peace Friends.

We, therefore, the Representatives of the united
States of America, in General Congress,
Assembled, appealing to the Supreme Judge of the
world for the rectitude of our intentions. do. in the
Name, and by Authority of the good People of
these Colonies, solemnly publish and declare, That
these United Colonies are, and of Right ought to be
Free and Independent States; ihat they are
Absolved from all Allegiance to the British Crowrl
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and that all political connection between them and
the State of Great Britain" is and ought to be totally
dissolved; and that as Free and IndJpendent State6,
they have full Power to lery War, conclude Peace,
contract Alliances, establish Commerce. and to do
all otherActs and Things which Independent States
may of right do. And for the support of this
D_eclaration, with a firm reliance on the protection
of divine Providence, we mutually pledge to
each other our Lives, our Fortunes- and- our
sacred Honor.

SIGNERS OF THE LINANIMOUS DECLARAIION
According to the Authenticated List printed by

Order-of Congress of January l8'. 1777

Georgia:
Button Gwinnett

Lyman Hall
George \!'alton

North Carolina:
William Hooper
Joseph Hewes

John Penn

South Csrolina:
Edrvard Rutledee

Thomas Hevrvardi Jr.
Thomes Lvnch- Jr.
Arthur Middleton

Massachusetts:
John Hancock
SamuelAdams

JobnAdams
Robert Treat Paine

Elbridge Gerry

Maryland:
Samuel Chase
William Paca
Thomss Stone

Cbarles Canoll of Canollton

Virginia:
George Wytbe

Richard Henry Lee
Thomas Jefferson

Benyamin Harrison
Thomas Nelson" Jr.

Francis Lightroot Lee
Carter Braxton

PennsT'Ivania:
Robert Morris
Benlamin Rush

Benyamin Franklin
Jobn Morton

George Clvmer
James Smith

George Taylor
James Wilson
George Ross

Delaware:
Caesar Rodney
George Read

Thomrs Mcl.-ean

New York:
William Floyd

Philip Livingston
Francis Lervis
Lewis Morris

New Jersey:
Ricbard Stockton
John Witherspoon
Francis Hopkinson

John Hart
Abraham Clark

New Hampshire:
Josiah Bartlett

William Whipple
Mattherv Thornton

Rhode fsland:
Stephen llopkins
William Ellery

Connecticut:
Roger Sherman

Samuel Huntington
William Williams

Oliver \[irlcott
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